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CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 4823 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS BL 

SUB J : PRESS STRIKE PROTESTS CLOSING OF "NUEVA JORNADA" 

1. LA PAZ AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER "NUEVA JORNADA" WAS CLOSED AND 
SEVERAL OF ITS WORKERS ARRESTED BY POLICE AUGUST 4, APPARENTLY AT 
THE ORDERS OF MINISTER OF INFORMATION JAIME CABALLERO. IMMEDIATE 
REACTION FROM NATIONAL PRESS ASSOCIATION AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF RADIO STATIONS WAS DECLARATION OF NATION-WIDE STRIKE OF ALL PRESS 
AND RADIO PERSONNEL AUGUST 6 AND 7. TO ALL APPEARANCES STRIKE WAS 
SUCCESSFUL, AT LEAST IN LA PAZ, WHERE NO NEWSPAPERS APPEARED 
AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 6, AUGUST 7 AND MORNING AUGUST 8. ON BY- 
PRODUCT OF STRIKE WAS FACT THAT PRESIDENT BANZER'S MAJOR ADDRESS ON 
OCCASION OF BOLIVIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY, AUGUST 6, RECEIVED NO COVERAGE 
FROM NATIONAL PRESS AND RADIO PRIOR TO AUGUST 8. 

2. OCCUPATION OF "NUEVA JORNADA" APPEARS TO STEM FROM FEUD BETWEEN 
PAPER AND MININFORMATION. WHO RECENTLY ASSERTED THAT NEWSPAPER'S 
PRINTING EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN LOANED TO IT BY MINISTRY AND WAS NOW TO 
BE RECLAIMED. ESCALATION OF RHETORIC ON BOTH SIDES FOLLOWED THIS 
ANNOUNCEMENT, INCLUDING FRONT-PAGE DEMAND BY "NUEVA JORNADA" 

THAT CABALLERO SHOULD RESIGN HIS OFFICE. THIS LATTER DEVELOPMENT MAY 
HAVE PRECIPITATED UNEXPECTED MOVE BY AUTHORITIES AUGUST 4 AGAINST THE 
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3. COMMENT: SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE APRIL 23, CABALLERO HAS BEEN 
INVOLVED IN TWO OTHER DISPUTES WITH THE PRESS OVER PRESS COVERAGE OF 
SELICH CASE IN MAY AND PUBLICATION OF ALLEGED "YOUNG OFFICERS'’ 
DECLARATION IN JULY. SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE EXPRESSED VIEW TO 
EMBASSY THAT MININFORMATION OVER-REACTED IN THIS CASE, AND WILL BE 
FORCED BY PRESIDENT BANZER TO BACK DOWN. THIS RESULT SEEMS 
PARTICULARLY LIKELY IN VIEW OF SOLIDARITY OF LA PAZ PRESS WITH 

"NUEVA JORNADA", PLUS DESIRE OF BANZER GOVERNMENT-FOLLOWING 
RECENT UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY DURING HIS TRIP TO ANDEAN COUNTRIES- 
TO AVOID GIVING SUBSTANCE TO CHARGES OF SUPPRESSION OF 
PRESS FREEDOM IN BOLIVIA. 

BREWIN 
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